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Genesis- Chapters 10-12
The Bible is rooted in History and Geography

- Real events in Real places

“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty”

2 Peter 1:16

Genesis 10-12

V8.- Nimrod – a mighty warrior “before the Lord”

· not a positive thing

· In Jewish understanding he exalted himself instead of God

· Hunter- Jews don’t hunt- they have the theology that if you can kill an animal for sport then the next step would be a human

· “before the Lord” – ‘in your face God’

· He didn’t trust the Lord

· V10- Babylon

· Exists today 

· Our marines are in Babylon 

· Saddam Husain- rebuilt Babylon

· He built his city on the spot where he believes the tower of Babel was

· Put his own inscriptions in the stones mirroring Nebuchadnezzar 

· Nineveh

· Takes 3 days to go across the city (not because its so large, but because there is so much to see)

· It was one of the centers of his kingdom (v10) (exists today)

· Jonah went there to preach

· all the enemies of Israel are listed - even today
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V21- Shem

· v21- older brother Japheth? NO- if you own a good translation of the Bible you will see a side note to that and little footnote correction

· some manuscripts read the complete opposite

· The monks who copied the text would not erase their mistakes but leave them and put the correction in the side note.

· Job- they monks would not write “curse God and die” so they wrote ‘bless God and die’- and in the margin they put the correct translation (Job 2:9)

· Jews and Arabs

· Middle East and Orient today

· V23- Abraham was a Semite

· V23- “Uz – Job was from Uz (Job1:1)

-Chap 11- Goes back in time before Chap 10

-common in the Bible- EX:

- Deuteronomy (get ready to enter the promise land)


- Joshua (take the land)


- Judges (settle the land)


-Ruth (looks back into the time of the Judges and examines the perspective of one person)

· 1 Samuel & 2 Samuel (moves forward in time)

· 1 Kings & 2 kings (moves forward in time)

· 1 & 2 Chronicles (go back and look at 1 & 2 Samuel and Kings through different perspective)

· 11v1- sometime before- all one language

· modern day Bagdad (Babylon)

· these are future Canaanites

· (v4) “make a name for ourselves”  pride- subvert the Semites
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· (v5) Hebrew humor – Almighty God looks down on the small human people trying to build there way to the heavens

· (v6) with one language they will eventually destroy themselves

· Located on the plane of Shinar (Tigris and Euphrates) 

· 11v10-11- we do not read of Shem’s death. Very important. 

· He will appear later in the narrative still alive.

· V24- Terah- father of Abraham

· Abram is the oldest (listed first)

· Lot is Abram’s nephew (in Jewish culture a nephew is like a son)

· Ur of the Chaldeans – Iraq

· Lot is fatherless

· Abram couldn’t have any children- took Lot as adopted son

· If they did not have children the culture thought it was the woman’s fault

· 12v4- Abram was 75 years old when he left to Canaan

· V7- “to your offspring” (he had no children)

· God never gives up on the people

· Always keeps starting over and giving the people a new chance

· Rabbi David Fluture “God never told Abram to go to Egypt” V10

· Abram wants Sarah to lie for him V13

UNEARTHED STUDY NOTES

www.carpenterwear.com
Genesis- Chapters 10-12
· Sarah would be in the prime of her life

· He puts the entire salvation of the world at risk

· His offspring would come from her

· He received maidservants- V16- REMEMBER THIS!
· Gen 20- they are related- distant cousins

· A white lie- Risks the salvation of the world on a white lie

· Abram thought it woks pretty good- got camels, servants, ext.

· He will do the exact same thing again later in the story
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