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Genesis- Chapter 23-24
Lesson: “Blind Dating”

Genesis 23

V1-2- the only time that a woman’s death is mentioned in the Bible

V2- the Great Patriarch, Abraham mourned and wept for his wife

· Ecc. 3:4- there is a time to weep and mourn

· Mat. 5:4- Jesus says blessed are those who do mourn for they will be comforted- God can comfort in our mourning- let Him

· Psalms 126:5- Those who weep will bear much fruit- those who cry over the lost and have a desire for them to come to Christ will produce much fruit and rejoice

· John 16:28- Jesus tells His disciples that their grief will become joy

· John 11:35- If Jesus (the Perfect God) cried, then it wouldn’t hurt us to as well

V3- Abraham rose

· there is a time to stop mourning (Ecc 3)

· Good Example: Abraham knew when to stop mourning and moved onward in life for God.

· Bad Example: Jacob continually mourned and God could not use him at all. (Later we will study this in Genesis)

V4- Hebron is the place Abraham buries Sarah

· Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, and Jacob will all be buried in this location

· People can still go see this sight today

V4- Abraham wants to purchase the land

V5- The Hittites want to give it to him (why? So Abraham will owe them a favor)

V7- Abraham insists on buying it

V10- they try again to give it

· if Abraham had accepted it, then today it would be under Muslim control

· Because he did not accept it as a gift and bought it, to this day it is under Jewish control

· The Muslims respect the book of Genesis (as a sacred text) and have not tried to take it back because of this event in Genesis 23

V12- Abraham says no I want to buy it

V14-15- Abraham purchases the property 
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Genesis- Chapter 23-24
Genesis 24

Time to find a wife for Isaac

V2- the same servant (Eliezer) who Abraham thought would inherit everything

· Upper inner thigh

· this was a personal, deep promise that if it was broken symbolized the oath on the descendents of that person

V3- this is an early perfect example of how Christians should not marry Non-Christians

· why? The difference between them is night and day

· the differences, desires, thought patterns and morals are as different as night and day and as opposite of heaven and hell.

· There is no such thing a “missionary dating”- it is not Biblical and does not work (2 Corinthians 6:14-16) (also read about the life of Sampson) 

V6- Isaac does not go to the Land of the Canaanites

· because Abraham knows the lusts of the World and unbelievers and Isaac will get trapped in them

· Isaac doesn’t go there but his son, Jacob, will and it will get him into more trouble than you can imagine.

V10 long journey ahead

· 800 mile journey from Beersheba to Heron – about a month or 2

· Takes 10 camels with him

· Nahor- brother of Abraham

V11 the time the women come out- separated in this culture

· God has the timing all worked out

· A camel can drink 22 gallons of water

· 10 x 22

· 220 gallons of water the girl might have to draw

· If they only drank 5 gallons that’s 50 gallons total

V15

· In the extended family- available to marry Isaac- not a Canaanite
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Genesis- Chapter 23-24
V16- virgin

· just as she should be for marriage- we are seeing a great example of marriage in Genesis 24

· she is drawing water in the evening- for her family

· draw water in the afternoon so the family can have it in the morning

· when Jesus meets the woman at the well, it is in the morning- showing that the woman is a social outcast

V21- He watches just to make sure the Lord had picked her out to be Isaacs’s wife

V22 gifts

· beka – 1/5th oz

· ten shekels- 4 oz

V26-27

· Eliezer must have been thrilled- God was confirming his prayer in choosing the right wife

V29- Laban

· Rebekah's brother- trickster

· Very important- greedy

V30- When Laban sees the gold…. He runs to greet Abraham

V33- Laban is the one carrying on the conversation…. Not her father- 

· Laban is her brother (v28)

· In this culture daughters are to be sold as commodities to be sold

· The daughters are to leave, sons stay

· Opposite of our culture

V36- might have heard about Abrahams victories (Gen 15)

· Heron is on a trade route- must have heard about him

· Anyone heading through the Tigris river valleys would pass through this town

V39-45- The servant recounts all the things that have happened that we have read

V45- prays in heart- the culture has the mind set that it happens in the heart

Greco-Romans have the thought that all ideas and motives happen in the mind

V49- Eliezer wants to know if Rebekah will marry Isaac- 

· she would travel about 2 months back with him to Isaac and Eliezer know all about Isaac which he would tell her about him

V50- Bethuel- her father

V53- doesn’t have to give gifts to brother, but Laban brokered the deal… get some brownie points

V55- Laban loves Rebekah
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V57- very unusual!

· the daughters don’t really have a say in marriage

· they call her and ask her

· very different that they respect her

V60- offspring is so important in the middle eastern culture

V63- Isaac is out at sunset thinking and pondering about his life

V64- They have eye contact from far away- Eliezer had told Rebekah about Isaac and i'm sure Eliezer described him to her

· “He is my master” the stress in on the word “he” in the language

· Saying…. “that’s the one, that’s him”

· She covers her face leaving only her eyes showing- fiery eyes as they call it.

· They would rub their temples and have the red and darkened their eyes

· Leave the man ‘wondering what is behind the veil’

· Isaac takes Rebekah to the tent of his mother which was still up (he could go and remember he there) and He is comforted by this and marries Rebekah
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