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Genesis- Chapter 29-30
Genesis 29

Laban has gotten 14 years of service from Jacob

Jacob will get his name changed soon

V31- Yahweh is the Hebrew in this verse- the personal God- the God who loves us.

· when a wife gave birth to a son it immediately rose her social status to the top. 

· The boys would be given the inheritance

· She reasoned that Jacob would love her because she gave him sons

V32- Reuben- “he has seen my miser”

V33- Simeon- “one who hears”

V34- Levi- sounds like and may be derived from the Hebrew word for “attached” 

V35- Judah- “praise”

· when she realizes that Jacob will never love her like he loves Rachel, she becomes content with God and praises Him and draws close to Him

· The Messiah comes from Judah 

· The Messiah should have come from Reuben, but he will mess up along with Simeon and Levi

Genesis 30

V1- Rachel becomes jealous

V3- Rachel is not having any children so she gives Bilhah (Rachels maidservant) to sleep with Jacob (remember Sarah did the same thing)

· when the servant would give birth, Rachel would be right there holding Bilhah, this would be the closest to having a child herself

V6- Dan- “vindicated” 

V7- the struggle is a battle over who is loved more

V8- Naphtali- “my struggle”

V9- now Leah gives her maidservant to Jacob

V11- Gad- “good fortune” 

V12- Asher- “happy”

Jacob will have 12 sons and…. One daughter

V14- Reuben the oldest, will be very close to these kind of issues and it will get him into trouble later

V14- the mandrake was thought to help in fertility (the plant looks kinda like a man with legs)
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· mandrakes are rare in this part of the world

V15- Rachel and Leah cut a deal

V18- Issachar- “reward”

V20- she now just wants honor, not even love

V20- Zebulun- probably means “honor”

V24- first born son out of the body of Rachel

V24- Joseph- “may he add”

V25-26- this would be over a long time- all of these births

V29-30- Laban realizes that Jacob is blessed by God and want him to stick around

- Dark skin isn’t as valuable as a light skin sheep

