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Philemon

~Philemon~this book is a letter- not an epistle

· Epistle- written to be read in a public setting and read aloud

· Letter- read by a private person

· Philemon is a private letter- we are reading someone else’s mail.

~ Background~

· Paul is under house arrest in Rome

· Written some time between AD 60-62

· Written along with Eph, Phil, and Col.

· This letter was to be delivered by Tycicus along with the epistle to Colossians (Col. 4:7-9)

~Slavery~

· 1st time a slave runs away and was captured he would be branded on his forehead 

· 2nd time he could be killed

· 2/3 of the Roman population were slaves

· Onesimus could run to a big city like Rome and easily get a new identity 

· Gal. 3:26- all people are equal in Christ

· Titus 2:9- slaves are to obey and treat their masters with respect so that they might come to know Christ

· 1 Tim 1:10- “slave traders” are placed in the same category as murderers 

· Col 3:22- slaves are to obey masters

· But Paul never approves of slavery, he is the complete opposite 

Philemon is an atomic bomb to slavery

· eventually puts an end to slavery in the Roman Empire

· when Constantine comes to power the nation becomes a Christian nation and slavery ends 

· At the conclusion of the letter Philemon only has one choice- to let Onesimus be free
